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You probably know that many of the world's plants
and animals are in danger of extinction, but did you
know that many human languages are in danger of
becoming extinct, too?

Globalization has helped to make the world a
smaller place. But it has also contributed to the loss
of many languages around the world. Now only 10
languages make up over half the world population's
mother languages. Once there were about 8000
different languages spoken on our planet. Now there
are only about 6500, and half of them are
endangered. In fact, every two weeks another
language disappears forever!

Languages are important. They do much more than
help people communicate. A language helps define
a culture, history and ancestry of a group of people.
Once a language is lost, humanity loses a part of our
rich culture and heritage. Preserving endangered
languages is important to keep traditions alive.

UNESCO promotes events and activities on
International Mother Language Day on February 21
to help encourage the recognition and celebration of
the diverse heritage of humanity’s mother tongues,
especially minority ones, and to raise awareness

“Language is the archives of history”

"Thought is the blossom; language the bud; about the need to preserve endangered languages.
action the fruit behind it." The Day provides a wonderful opportunity to
—- Ralph Waldo Emerson discover and celebrate the rich diversity of

languages spoken in our own communities.

“Language is a city to the building of which every human being brought a stone.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Do One Thing for a Better World Mother Language Links

Find out more about - Ethnologue (ethnologue.org)
saving languages - Foundation for Endangered Languages
Learn about another language (ogmios.org)
and culture - Modern Language Association (mla.or)
Find out how many languages - Rosetta Project (rosettaproject.org)
are spoken in your community - Terralingua (terralingua.org)
. Support organizations - UNESCO International Mother Language Day
preserving language and culture (tinyurl.com/pchfr)

DO ONE THING

The Emily Fund - Education, Mentorship, Inspiration, Leadership, Youth for a better world
DoOneThing.org - EmilyFund.org
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"We may have different rel
different colored skin, but we all belong to one human race.”
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"In making a speech one must study three points:
first, the means of producing persuasion; second, the language;
third the proper arrangement of the various parts of the speech.”
-- Aristotle

Do One Thlng for a Better World

very act of compas DoOThgg
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"Like music and art, love of nature is a common language
that can transcend political or social boundaries."
~ Jimmy Carter

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
© The Emily Fund - Distribute freely for non-commercial uses - No celebrity endorsement implied
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“Language is a process of free creation; its laws and principles are fixed,
but the manner in which the principles of generation are used is free
and infinitely varied. Even the interpretation and use of words
involves a process of free creation.” -- Noam Chomsky

Do One Thing for a Better World

..every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"There's an aspect of human nature in which we want to think we're better
than somebody else. They're a different color. They speak a different language.
They have a different name for the Creator. Whatever it is, that makes it okay
for me to hate them, to try to get some of their land or some of their resources.”
~ John Denver

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"Most of the fundamental ideas of science are essentially simple, and may,
as a rule, be expressed in a language comprehensible to everyone."
-- Albert Einstein

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
© The Emily Fund - Distribute freely for non-commercial uses - No celebrity endorsement implied
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"Real change comes when people are enabled to use their thinking
and their energy in a new way, using a different system of thought,
different language, and having fresh visions of the future.”

-- Scilla Elworthy

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"Music happens to be an art form that transcends language.”

Hancock
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"Every individual is at once the beneficiary and the victim
of the linguistic tradition into which he has been born..."
~ Aldous Huxley

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"To every obstacle oppose patience, perseverance and soothing language.”
-- Thomas Jefferson

Do One Thlng for a Better World

very act of compas DoOThgg
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d by those symbols called words.
lated by the inaudible language of the heart.”
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"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart.”
-- Nelson Mandela

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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The only language men ever speak perfectly is the one they learn in babyhood,

when no one can teach them anything!™

— Maria Montessori

DoOneThing.org
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...every act of compassion makes a difference...

Do One Th
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"l thought it was respectful to each country to sing in their language.”
-- Nana Mouskouri

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"We are at a time in our country's history
that inclusive language is better than exclusive language.”
-- Barack Obama

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"Any classification according to a singular identity polarizes people in a particular way, but if
we take note of the fact that we have many different identities - related not just to religion
but also to language, occupation and business, politics, class and poverty, and many
others - we can see that the polarization of one can be resisted by a fuller picture. So
knowledge and understanding are extremely important to fight against singular polarization.”
-- Amartya Sen

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"Globalization has helped to make the world a smaller place. But it has also contributed to
the loss of many languages around the world. Every two weeks another language
disappears forever! Once a language is lost, humanity loses a part of our rich heritage.
Helping to preserve endangered languages is important to keep traditions alive."

-- Robert Alan Silverstein

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"The language of friendship is not words but meanings."
-- Henry David Thoreau

Do One Thing for a Better World

...every act of compassion makes a difference... DoOneThing.org
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"Kindness is the language which the
deaf can hear and the blind can see.”

-- Mark Twain
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...every act of compassion makes a difference...
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"A mind enclosed in language is in prison.”
-- Simone Weil

Do One Thing for a Better World
compassion makes a_difference... DoOneThing.org

very act of
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